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Conserve

In December, Lemhi Regional 
Land Trust completed our seventh 
conservation easement with the 
donation of a conservation easement 
on Bob and Ginny Chewning’s Trout 
Creek Ranch.  This 133-acre property 
on the lower Pahsimeroi River brings 
LRLT’s total acres conserved to 7,611. 
The property features 2 miles of the 

Pahsimeroi River and the headwaters 
and over 1/2- mile of Trout Creek.  

This donated easement protects 
both the water quality and quantity 
in the Pahsimeroi River and Trout 
Creek, while preserving habitat for 
both native and anadromous fish and 
functioning riparian and wetland 
ecosystems.  The open spaces 

protected within the 
conservation easement 
provide habitat for 
native wildlife such as 
raptors, waterfowl, 

herons, elk, deer, moose and many 
other plants and animals.  

Bob Chewning said, “Ginny and I 
will be forever grateful for the help in 
seeing that our property will be 
included with a number of other 
properties in the beautiful Pahsimeroi 
Valley with conservation easements. 
This will help ensure that future 
generations will continue to enjoy an 
environment that will protect the 
fishery, other wildlife and the scenic 
values that define the valley today.”
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Riparian area on the Trout Creek Ranch. (Breann Westfall Photos)

Lemhi Regional Land Trust Easements Now Total Seven
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Could 2013 be the year of the trail 
for Salmon? Don’t rule it out. The 
energy behind the recently released 
Salmon Area Trails Action Plan is 
contagious and some of the items in 
the plan are already in progress. 

The City of Salmon’s path to City 
Park isn’t a big project, but parents 
can feel better about their children 
having a safe, off-highway place to 
walk and ride their bikes on their 
way to the swimming pool, the 
baseball fields or the Sacajawea 
Center.

And the Bureau of Land 
Management is moving full steam 
ahead with a trail at Morgan Bar 
campground that meets American 
with Disabilities Act standards -- a 
first for the area.

Salmon Valley Stewardship just 
finished a project in partnership with 
the BLM and the National Park 
Service, working with local students 
to create a series of podcasts that 
correspond with numbered markers 
on a 1.3-mile trail at Discovery Hill. 
Download Discovery Hill Podcast 
Loop at iTunes (https://
itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/
discovery-hill-podcast-loop/
id589876443?mt=2) and learn about 
Lewis and Clark, sage grouse, frisbee 
golf and more while you’re hiking or 
snowshoeing). 

The Action Plan recognizes a 
longstanding problem in Lemhi 
County: the highway shoulders aren’t 
safe for non-motorists. There are 
many different ways to address this, 
from encouraging the Idaho 
Transportation Department to widen 
the shoulder when they are doing 
work on the highway to negotiating 
easements with private landowners. 

The only way any of the plans 
will move into action is if community 
members stay involved. It’s been 
exciting to see businesses, fitness 
enthusiasts, safety proponents, 
wildlife managers, and others chip in 
with ideas. 

The trails group is working under 
the County’s Alternate Mobility Team 
and the highly motivated JoAnn 
Wolters. All are welcome to join the 
group. Call SVS at 756-1686 or email 
info@salmonvalley.org.

Members of the Salmon High School Varsity 
and Jr. Varsity Volleyball team helped build 
trail and plant posts for the new Podcast 
Loop at Discovery Hill. 

Salmon, Idaho -- Trail City USA? Wild	  and	  Scenic	  -‐-‐	  

Back	  by	  Popular	  Demand
It’s a blast working with the 

Salmon Arts Council to put together a 
film line-up that manages to be 
poignant, funny, adventurous, and 
inspiring. You’ll have to come to the 
City Center on Thursday, January 31 
and February 7 and let us know if we 
hit the mark. 

Got kids? Babysitters will be on 
site, but please let us know if you’ll be 
bringing little ones in advance so we 
can have enough staff on hand. 

The door prizes from our fabulous 
sponsors are terrific, and some of you 
have already taken advantage of the 
chance to become a new friend of SVS 
or the Arts Council and collect a pair of 
complimentary tickets. Smart move!
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Enhanced	  Easement	  Incen<ve	  
Renewed	  Through	  2013:	  

LRLT	  Applauds	  Rep.	  Simpson	  
for	  Helping

Congress recently renewed a 
2006 incentive that enables family 
farmers, ranchers, and other 
moderate-income landowners to get 
a significant tax benefit for donating 
a conservation easement on their 
land. This invaluable conservation 
tool has helped LRLT work with 
willing landowners to protect 5,546 
acres since it was first enacted in 
2006. Landowners who act quickly 
to conserve their land can now enjoy 
these benefits, but they’re currently 
set to expire December 31, 2013. 

Lapses in the enhanced incentive 
hamper our strategic conservation 
efforts and are frustrating for 
landowners. That’s why LRLT is 
advocating to make the enhanced 
incentive permanent. Thanks in part 
to the hard work and support of 
Representative Mike Simpson of 
Idaho, bills to make the incentive 
permanent in the last Congress had 
311 House and 28 Senate co-
sponsors.

Generous landowners who 
donate voluntary conservation 
easements to the LRLT are inspired 
by many things: they love the Upper 
Salmon region, they feel connected 
to their land, and they wish to leave 
a legacy for future generations. This 
inspiration is central to our work to 
permanently protect valuable 
natural resources. But for almost all 
of our donors, donating a 
conservation easement is a major 
financial decision, and the federal 
income tax deduction that comes 
with a donation helps make 
easements possible for landowners 
in our community.  

The legislation allows easement 
donors to:

 Deduct up to 50% of their 
adjusted gross income in any 
year (up from 30%); 

 Deduct up to 100% of their 
adjusted gross income if the 
majority of that income came 
from farming, ranching or 
forestry; and 

 Continue to take deductions 
for as long as 16 years 
(previously 6 years).  

 LRLT’s Executive Director, 
Kristin Troy, said, “All of us at LRLT 
are extremely pleased that 
Representative Simpson co-sponsored 
H.R. 1964 in the last Congress.  He 
knows how important it is to 
conserve open space and productive 
agricultural lands in the Upper 

Salmon.”  Land conservation takes a 
team to be successful and LRLT 
thanks our landowners for their 
invaluable contributions.  

“Generous landowners who 
donate voluntary conservation 

easements to the LRLT are 
inspired by many things: they love 
the Upper Salmon region, they feel 
connected to their land, and they 
wish to leave a legacy for future 

generations.”

Nikos Monoyios addresses attendees at the 2012 Lemhi Regional Land Trust Working Lands 
Celebration. Nikos and Valerie Brackett hosted the event at Eagle Valley Ranch. (Charli Williams 
photo)

LRLT Reflects on 2012; 
Looks Forward to 2013

2012	  in	  Review
• February:	  Completed	  a	  new	  3-‐	  year	  strategic	  plan.
• May:	  Accepted	  into	  the	  2nd	  round	  of	  land	  trust	  accredita?on	  for	  

2013.
• September:	  6th	  annual	  Working	  Lands	  Celebra?on	  held	  at	  Eagle	  

Valley	  Ranch	  on	  Bohannon	  Creek,	  LRLT’s	  first	  conserva?on	  
easement	  ever	  completed.	  More	  than	  150	  community	  members	  
aQended.

• December:	  Conserva?on	  easement	  completed	  on	  Bob	  &	  Ginny	  
Chewning’s	  Trout	  Creek	  Ranch	  in	  the	  Pahsimeroi	  Valley.

Plans	  for	  2013
• Eight	  new	  projects	  are	  in	  progress	  or	  slated	  to	  begin	  in	  2013:	  four	  

purchased	  conserva?on	  easements,	  two	  donated	  conserva?on	  
easements	  and	  two	  restora?on	  projects.

• LRLT	  will	  be	  applying	  to	  become	  an	  accredited	  land	  trust.	  	  The	  
accredita?on	  seal	  is	  a	  mark	  of	  dis?nc?on	  in	  land	  conserva?on,	  
recognizing	  those	  organiza?ons	  that	  meet	  the	  highest	  na?onal	  
standards	  for	  excellence,	  upholding	  public	  trust	  and	  ensuring	  that	  
conserva?on	  efforts	  are	  permanent.

Policy Update
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Meet Us for Lunch!
Salmon Valley Stewardship and Lemhi Regional Land 
Trust invite you to the third of in our series of casual 
luncheons.

SVS and LRLT will provide homemade soup and give you 
a first chance to see our new shared office space.

When: Wed, Feb 20, Noon - 1 p.m.

Where: 
Oddfellows Hall

Cost: Nada, Zero, 
$0

Name
Address
Salmon, ID 83467

Lemhi Regional Land Trust
Salmon Valley Stewardship
105 South Center Street
Salmon, ID 83467

Visit Us Online!

Salmon Valley Stewardship
www.salmonvalley.org
107 South Center Street

Salmon, ID 83467
208/756-1686

               Click “Donate Online” to contribute to SVS
 Visit Us on Facebook!

Lemhi Regional Land Trust
www.lemhilandtrust.org
105 South Center Street

Salmon, ID 83467
208/756-8879

Click “Donate Here” to contribute to LRLT
Visit Us on Facebook!

Watch for the 2013 Backyard Agriculture 
Workshop Series schedule on Salmon 

Valley Stewardship’s website.

Did you know?
110 people took at least one 2012 Backyard 
Agriculture workshop
13 classes were offered

http://www.salmonvalley.org
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http://www.lemhilandtrust.org/
http://www.lemhilandtrust.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lemhi-Regional-Land-Trust/211724488870753
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lemhi-Regional-Land-Trust/211724488870753

