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Conserve
Salmon Valley 

Stewardship started our 
work more than 10 years 
ago with the notion that the 
community was the key to 
successful conservation. We 
believed that local 
knowledge and customs 
shouldn’t be 
underestimated.

Many of our area youth 
get to experience the 
benefits of this local 
knowledge by hunting and 
fishing with their families, 
helping out on the ranch, or 
rafting the Salmon River. But 
we noticed that not all kids 
had these kind of opportunities, and 
even those who did could benefit 
from experiencing more of the 
Salmon Valley’s remarkable 
outdoors.

In 2012, SVS joined with the 
Bureau of Land Management’s 
Salmon Field Office for a local 
production of the national program 
known as Hands on the Land. We 
created a partnership with the 
Salmon Middle School, supporting 
teachers in integrating core learning 
requirements into one of the world’s 
most scenic classrooms. 

The goal is to offer a fall, winter, 
and spring field trip, introducing 
students to new physical activities 
and the vast natural and cultural 
lessons that only nature can provide. 

Leslie Deschaine is the earth 
science teacher for Salmon Middle 
School’s 7the and 8th graders, the 
program’s target audience. 

Deschaine said, “It has been an 
amazing opportunity to take my 

students outside to learn science. I 
know the experiences they have on 
these trips will stay with them a lot 

News from Lemhi Regional Land Trust and Salmon Valley Stewardship
   A Quarterly Newsletter	 Summer  2015

Hands on the Land: 
Inspir ing the  Next  Generat ion of  Stewards 

 Salmon Middle School 8th Graders prepare to hit the single track at Discovery Hill on 
BLM managed lands just northeast of town. Chaperones from the Salmon Idaho Mountain 
Bike Association and the Hub Bicycle Shop in Salmon make sure that students learn not 
only the basics of safe mountain biking, but how to protect the public lands that we’re 
privileged to have in such abundance.

Salmon Middle School 7th Graders enjoy the breeze at Craters 
of the Moon National Monument on a field trip in April.

longer than what we learn 
sitting in the classroom. It 
has not only strengthened 
their knowledge of 
science but their 
relationships with each 
other. I love the Hands on 
the Land program.”

Skeet Townley, of the 
Salmon Field Office BLM, 
has been with the Hands 
on the Land program 
from the first field trip.  
He said, “Having been 
part of these trips from 
the beginning, the 
highlight for me was 
definitely when the 6th 
grade class at the Salmon 

Continued on Page 3
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Lemhi Regional Land Trust is 
excited to be celebrating 10 years of 
private lands conservation on 
Thursday, July 30th at the Sacajawea 
Center.  

Back in 2005, LRLT was simply a 
vision shared by four local ranchers 
looking to ensure that lands in Lemhi 
and Custer Counties remained 
available for ranching, wildlife habitat 
and open space, while continuing to 
support the rural lifestyle that draws 
so many of us to this corner of Idaho.  
Ten years and 11 conservation 
easements later, we hope you’ll come 
celebrate this amazing milestone with 
us.  We’ll again be featuring dinner, 
live music, kids’ activities, and live 
and silent auctions.  

We’ve already got some 
FANTASTIC auction items lined up 
and you can learn more about those on 
our website and find a sneak peek here 
in the newsletter. 

Want to donate an item to our 
auctions?  Give us a call or stop by the 
office.  Be sure to follow us on 
Facebook for regular updates on the 
Working Lands Celebration!

LRLT Celebrates 
A Decade of 
Conserving 

Working Lands

As part of Ag Week, LRLT and Salmon FFA Chapter members visited 
the Tendoy School, which houses grades K-6, and talked with students 
about livestock identification. Each student then got to build their own 
miniature branding iron out of pipe cleaners & "brand" their cow.

Fact or Fiction?
LRLT owns the properties they hold 
conservation easements on. 

FICTION. The lands remain 
privately owned and the 
landowners can sell, lease or 
pass the land to their heirs or 
anyone else. 

Fact or Fiction?
Working at a remote, local land 
trust is challenging and rewarding. 

FACT. Charli Williams of LRLT 
recently chronicled the day in 
the life of a Lemhi Regional Land 
Trust employee on our blog, 
http://
www.lemhilandtrust.org/a-day-
at-lemhi-regional-land-trust/. 
Check it out!
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2L Trails: Feasibility Study Draft Now Available

A draft feasibility study 
analyzing trail opportunities in 
Lemhi County is now available 
for public review. 

Lynda Powers lives south 
of Salmon and attended the 
March 4 public meeting about 
the study at the Salmon Valley 
Baptist Church. Powers said 
consideration of a trails 
network in Salmon is a vitally 
important topic. "This is an 
issue that definitely needs to be 
addressed. We have felt unsafe 
riding anywhere in Salmon -- 
we take our bikes out of the 
area to have a safer riding 
experience-- and we have witnessed 
people on Highway 93 South trying 
to ride their bikes on the shoulder, or 
an elderly neighbor trying to walk 
next to the speeding cars, and it is 
frightening." Powers said her 

comments on the draft study will 
mention not only safety, but the 
economic benefits of trails. “We’ve 
seen this in the Bitterroot Valley, the 
Wood River Vally, and Boise ... when 
it comes to trails, if you build it, they 
will come.”

Comments on the study will be 
accepted through July 1 and 
can be directed to the 
feasibility study team lead, 
SVS, at:

info@salmonvalley.org
or 

107 South Center Street
Salmon, ID 83467

The DRAFT Salmon Valley 
Trails Feasibility Study can be 

found online at:
http://www.salmonvalley.org/
wp-content/uploads/2015/05/
Draft-Trails-Report-5-27-15-

WEB.pdf
(Please allow a few moments 

depending on your internet server 
speed for the documents to open.)

Hard copies can be made upon 
request.

The trails feasibility study addresses the issue of safety 
for bicylists, pedestrians, and other non-motorized 
users of the Highway 93 corridor. 

Middle School chose this program for their 
Centurylink Philanthropy Award. “

Under the direction of middle school teacher 
Jean Hadlock, Salmon’s 6th graders asked for 
presentations from the community’s nonprofit 
organizations. The Centurylink Philanthropy 
program’s purpose is to increase awareness among 
middle school students of various needs in their 
communities. In addition, the program aims to 
create a lifelong interest in volunteerism and 
community involvement, develop skills to allocate 
limited resources and increase civic engagement.

Sixth graders decided to award one of their three 
$1,000 grants to Salmon Valley Stewardship and the 
Hands on the Lands program. 

Townley said, “That was a clear indication of the 
success of Hands on the Land to me. These kids 
have seen their siblings or older friends participate 
in these trips, and they want to have similar 
experiences. When kids feel like giving back to 
something, you know you are making a difference.” 

Rachel Layman of SVS said, “Hands on the Land 
has so far provided hundreds of students with 
opportunities for outdoor adventure and hands-on 
learning experiences that they otherwise might not 
have. We know from student surveys that between 
80-90% of middle schoolers are visiting these places 
--right in their own backyards -- for the very first 
time. Kids are trying out sports like snowshoeing, 
cross-country skiing or mountain biking for the first 
time, as well. Overall, this program does a brilliant 
job of instilling recreation ethics and scientific 
exploration in Salmon's kids. We are so grateful to 
our partners at the BLM, science teacher Leslie 
Deschaine, and groups like Salmon ID Mtn. Bike 
Assoc., Youth Employment Program, and Bitterroot 
Cross-Country Ski Club for helping to make these 
enriching field trips possible.”

Young Stewards -- Continued from Page 1

Hands on the Land gives Salmon Middle Schoolers access to 
one of the world’s most beautiful classrooms. 

Folf, anyone? The BLM’s Discovery Hill frisbee golf course is 
extreme, and has the added advantage of built-in lessons 
about geology, botany, history, etc., etc. 
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SVS and LRLT Welcome Two Summer Interns
Madison Harper grew up exploring exquisite waterfalls and ever-changing hardwoods in her home state of Arkansas. She recently received a 
B.S. in resource conservation with a minor in dance from The University of Montana. Her interests include hiking, backpacking, rafting and 
laughing. Madison’s internship is made possible through a partnership with the US Fish and Wildlife Service’s Youth in the Great Outdoors 
initiative. 

Hannah Alverson grew up in Eugene, OR and will be a junior at Whitman College in Walla Walla, WA this fall. She is double majoring in 
Spanish and Environmental Studies-Biology. Hannah is our third Whitman student in what has turned out to be a really exciting 
partnership with the terrific liberal arts college. 

Name
Address
Salmon, ID 83467

Lemhi Regional Land Trust
Salmon Valley Stewardship
107 South Center Street
Salmon, ID 83467

Visit Us Online!

Salmon Valley Stewardship
www.salmonvalley.org
107 South Center Street

Salmon, ID 83467
208/756-1686

               Click “Donate Online” to contribute to SVS
 Visit Us on Facebook!

Lemhi Regional Land Trust
www.lemhilandtrust.org
105 South Center Street

Salmon, ID 83467
208/756-8879

Click “Donate Here” to contribute to LRLT
Visit Us on Facebook!
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